chapter twenty

Introduction

1. As Osborne has recognized, “this is easily the most well-known portion of the book as well as one of the most divisive passages in the Bible.”
2. While the Old Testament does not have many explicit references to the Millennium, the view that the kingdom of God would consist of an earthly reign provides the background to the concept of the Millennium.  Ps. 72:8; Isa. 11:1ff; Zech. 14:9

3. As one might expect, the interpretation of the first part of this chapter is very much contingent on how one understands the phrase thousand years.

4. Throughout Revelation interpreters have remained quite divided on the subject of the numbers in this book and how they are to be understood.

5. The literal, grammatical, historical method requires the interpreter to take the numbers literally unless there is some contextual consideration that forces one to take them figuratively.

6. We have consistently taken the numbers as literal and there is no reason not to continue with that line of interpretation here.

7. If one does not adhere to the literal interpretation at this point, he will interpret the Bible in an allegorical manner, spiritual sense, or some other method that does not deal with the text honestly.

8. This method of interpreting a text or passage of Scripture regards the literal sense as merely the vehicle for a secondary, more spiritual, and more profound sense. 

9. By this method the historical import is either denied or ignored and the emphasis is placed entirely on a secondary sense so that the original words or events have little or no significance.

10. As Pentecost has pointed out, there are at least three great dangers in this method of interpreting the Bible.

11. The first is that it does not effectively interpret the Scripture; it goes beyond all well-defined principles and laws of interpretation and leaves one open to the unlimited scope of one’s own fanciful ideas.

12. Pentecost identifies a second danger in the allegorical method as he points out, “the basic authority in interpretation ceases to be the Scriptures, but the mind of the interpreter. The interpretation may then be twisted by the interpreter’s doctrinal positions, the authority of the church to which the interpreter adheres, his social or educational background, or a host of other factors.”
13. The final problem he sees with this method of interpretation is that the allegorical method does not leave any means by which the conclusions of the interpreter may be tested.

14. In short, the literal method of interpretation is the usual practice for interpreting any literature; all secondary meanings, parables, allegories, symbols, etc. are grounded in the normal, literal meaning of the words, phrases, and sentences.

15. There are some very specific reasons for interpreting this chapter according to the literal method and they include:

a. The fact that most expositors take verses 10ff as literal, so why not the first nine verses?

b. The reality that there is no reason not to take the passage as literal except for a pre-existing bias against the Millennial reign of Christ.

c. The fact that those that do spiritualize the passage cannot agree on what it means.

d. The fact that there is no evidence that Satan is bound during the current age; opposed to this is the constant revelation of the New Testament, which shows that Satan is very active during this present evil age.  Eph. 2:2; IIThess. 2:8-10; IPet. 5:8

Doctrine of the Millennium

20:1 And I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand.  {kai, (cc)--ei=don (viaa--1s)--a;ggeloj (n-am-s)--katabai,nw (vppaam-s)—evk (pg)--o` ouvrano,j (n-gm-s)--e;cw (vppaam-s) circum.part.--h` klei,j (n-af-s)--h` a;bussoj (n-gf-s)--kai, (cc)--a[lusij (n-af-s)  a chain or bond for binding a prisoner--me,gaj (a--af-s) large, heavy—evpi, (pa)--h` cei,r (n-af-s)--auvto,j (npgm3s)}

20:2 And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years,  {kai, (cc)--krate,w (viaa--3s) to be strong, have power, to take hold of forcibly, to seize--o` dra,kwn (n-am-s)--o` o;fij (n-nm-s)--o` avrcai/oj (a--nm-s) early, ancient, old--o[j (aprnm-s)--eivmi, (vipa--3s)--dia,boloj (ap-nm-s)--kai, (cc)--o` Satana/j (n-nm-s)--kai, (cc)--de,w (viaa--3s) to bind, to imprison--auvto,j (npam3s)--ci,lioi (a-can-p)--e;toj (n-an-p)}

20:3 and threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he should not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; after these things he must be released for a short time.  {kai, (cc)--ba,llw (viaa--3s)--auvto,j (npam3s)—eivj (pa)--o` a;bussoj (n-af-s)--kai, (cc)--klei,w (viaa--3s) to shut or close--kai, (cc)--sfragi,zw (viaa--3s) to seal something up, to prohibit access in or out--evpa,nw (pg)--auvto,j (npgm3s)--i[na (cs)--mh, (qn) neg. purpose clause, lest--plana,w (vsaa--3s) lit. to lead astray, cause one to wander, to deceive, mislead--e;ti (ab) yet, more again, “any longer”--to. e;qnoj (n-an-p)--a;cri (cs) as far as, until--tele,w (vsap--3s) completing something, come to an end, conclude--to. ci,lioi e;toj (n-nn-p) d.a. The thousand years--meta, (pa)-- ou-toj (apdan-p) this, the 1000 years--dei/ (vipa--3s) it is necessary, Divine necessity--lu,w (vnap) comp.infin. to loose, release--auvto,j (npam3s)--mikro,j (a--am-s) small, little, short--cro,noj (n-am-s)}

Exposition vs. 1-3

1. Following the destruction of the Antichrist, the kings of the earth, and all their armies, God begins the process of dealing with Satan, the unseen force that promoted world rebellion.

2. Another unidentified angel is observed descending from Heaven, having the key of the abyss and a large chain in his hand.
3. Because of the power displayed over Satan some have attempted to apply this appellation to the Lord, but this is unwarranted and lacking evidence. 

4. This is the second time that Satan has been approached by a superior force and on both occasions his helplessness is obvious.  Rev. 12:7ff

5. The key of the abyss has been seen previously in this book; it was given to Satan in order to allow him to release the demons that had been confined in Tartarus.  Rev. 9:1

6. While that key (right to access) was given to Satan for the purpose of opening the abyss, here it is given to the angel for the purpose of closing it.

7. It should be clear that Jesus Christ retains the authority over the keys of death, Hades, and the abyss but may give it to someone else temporarily as His purposes demand.  Rev. 1:18
8. Symbolically, keys are used to denote power or authority over something or someone, the ability to access something or stop access to something.  Matt. 16:19; Lk. 11:52

9. The key of the abyss is effectively the key to the prison house in which Satan is about to be confined for a period of 1000 years, which runs concurrently with the Millennial reign of Jesus Christ.

10. The large chain is clearly going to be used to restrain Satan, essentially placing him in a straitjacket before incarcerating him in the recesses of the earth.

11. We should recognize that angels are spiritual creatures and the chain is used as a figure for that which binds or restrains them; however, one must first grasp the basic idea of a chain and how it is used in this regard.

12. The Greek verb krate,w (krateo) has the basic meaning of being strong or possessing power; it can be used of forcibly seizing someone to take them into custody/arresting them.  Matt. 21:46; Acts 24:6

13. In fact, the two verbs krate,w (krateo) and de,w (deo) are the normal language used for arresting a person and taking him away bound.  Mk. 6:17

14. This angel, operating under God’s authority and with His power, will possess the strength necessary to seize, hold firmly, restrain the devil, and bind him in the abyss with no possibility of escape.

15. What follows are four specific designations for our adversary, each of which has been applied to him previously in this book.

16. Each name has significance and describes him in terms of his nefarious and adversarial activity, as he continually wages war against God and His people.

17. As we observed in chapter 12, interpreters have noted that the image of the great dragon has a complex background in history in almost every ancient culture including the Jewish, Sumerian, Indian, Greek, Hittite, and Egyptian.

18. Throughout the ancient Near East, the sea monster symbolized the war between good and evil, between the gods and chaos.

19. Generally speaking, the dragon was a serpent or sea monster and was usually viewed as an enemy of a god or gods.

20. In Canaan, it symbolized all the serpent gods that were enemies of Baal; in Egypt Apep was constantly battling against the sun god and creator, Ra.

21. Charles notes that in the Old Testament this monster is viewed as the chief enemy of God under such titles as Rahab (Isa. 51:9), Leviathan, and the Serpent.

22. The Greek term was used to denote a monstrous reptile serpent or dragon of huge size, and came to be used in the Word of God as an expression for Satan.

23. The ancient pagan saw the dragon as the fierce and evil sea monster/serpent that lurked unseen in the depths of the seas and posed a very real threat to humanity.

24. The Greek construction is somewhat unusual since the three titles that follow are not found in the accusative case as one would expect but in the nominative case.

25. Given the change of case for the three terms that follow, it seems likely that the dragon is now described by these three specific titles.

26. The first one is the ancient serpent, a title given to Lucifer (the Latin rendering of the Hebrew heylel), which clearly identifies Satan with the serpent that deceived Eve and brought about the fall of mankind.  Gen. 3:1

27. The concept of the serpent is found extensively in the religious practices of the ancient world, which viewed the serpent as a source of esoteric wisdom, craftiness, divinity, eternity, renewal, and resurrection.

28. However, ancient religions do not accurately reflect the character of Satan, which is very much like that of the serpent in Genesis, as he promises great knowledge, deceives his human victims, and ultimately has a poisonous bite that is fatal.  Jn. 8:44

29. The next title that is given to the open and avowed enemy of God and man is that of the Devil, which is derived from the Greek term Dia,boloj (Diabolos), which indicates the degree of his hostility and his commitment to his adversarial activity.

30. This focuses on the activity of Satan as he engages in false accusations, slander, and malicious gossip against both God and the elect.  Job 1:9-11, 2:4-5; Jn. 8:44; Rev. 12:10

31. The final designation used for this creature is that of Satana/j (Satanas), which literally denotes an adversary, one that is in continual opposition to God and the best interests of mankind.

32. The means of his opposition are cleverly devised deceptions  (IICor. 2:11), impersonation (IICor. 11:14), withstanding God’s plan by any means available (IThess. 2:18), mimicking the power of God via false miracles, signs, or wonders (IIThess. 2:9), and even possession.  Jn. 13:27

33. The final part of verse 2 makes it explicit that the enemy of God and man will be incarcerated and neutralized for a period of 1000 years (accusative of extent of time).

34. While some interpreters (Osborne, Beale, etc.) have consistently viewed the numbers in Revelation as being symbolic, there is no sound exegetical reason to do so.

35. The phrase thousand years is used six times in this chapter and forms the exegetical basis for the doctrine of the Millennium.

36. As some segments of Judaism have recognized, human history is to be understood as a cosmic week of seven days that consist of 1000 years each.

37. This is correct and is confirmed by the apostle Peter as he refutes the primary scientific theory of uniformitarian evolution that permeates the negative, intellectual world today.  IIPet. 3:3-8

38. As we have previously stated, Satan’s very history can be summarized by the term fallen.

a. His first fall from perfection came at the moment he demonstrated negative volition and manufactured the first sin of pride.  Ezek. 28:12,15

b. His second fall consisted of his demotion from the throne room of God (which may have been on the earth) when he was cast forth as being profane.  Ezek. 28:16b

c. The phrase holy mountain is used some 21 times in the Old Testament, and always appears to refer to Mount Zion.  Ps. 2:6; Isa. 11:9; Ezek. 20:40; Dan. 9:16

d. His third fall will come at the middle of Daniel's 70th week, when he will be denied further access to Heaven and confined to planet earth.  Rev. 9:1, 12:7-9,12

e. His fourth fall will come at the beginning of the Millennium when he will be bound and cast into the abyss for 1000 years.  Rev. 20:1-3

f. His final fall will come at the end of the Millennium following the Gog/Magog rebellion when he will be permanently confined to the lake of fire.  Rev. 20:10

g. He will spend eternity in that prison, being the most despised, and abased creature there.  Isa. 14:9-11,15-17

39. The purpose for his binding, casting into the abyss, and sealing the entrance over him is found in the negative purpose clause that follows—in order that he may not deceive the nations.

40. The purpose and ultimate result of Satan’s stratagems is nothing short of the deception of the entire world of humanity, the nations.  Rev. 12:9

41. The Greek verb plana,w (planao) in an active sense means to lead astray, to cause one to wander (Matt. 18:12), and figuratively to mislead, deceive, or to cause one to hold a wrong view and thus be in error.

42. Unfortunately, we know that the basic character of negative volition under the STA all too easily makes such deception a nearly universal reality.  IITim. 3:13

43. Although it is not expanded upon here, it should be evident that the nations of the world will continue to exist into the Millennium, where they are subject to operation rod of iron.  Rev. 2:26-27, 12:5

44. For 1000 years the world will be exempted from the satanic/demonic solicitations to evil; however, those in their natural bodies will be subject to the indwelling evil of the OSN.

45. After that time, Satan must be released for a short time.
46. The impersonal verb dei/ is used regularly throughout the New Testament to denote the concept of Divine necessity; Satan’s release is part of the Divine decrees. 

47. The Greek phrase mikro.n cro,non (mikron chronon—a little while) is found four times in the New Testament and may be measured in terms of a few years or less.  Jn. 7:33, 12:35; Rev. 6:11
48. While we are not told specifically how long Satan will enjoy his freedom, later in this chapter we will find that he has not been rehabilitated and continues to engage in deception.  Rev. 20:8
49. The purpose of his release and subsequent deception of the nations is to demonstrate the total depravity of the Devil and the propensity for negative volition to follow the satanic lead.
50. This is the final evidence that environment does not effectively alter one’s volitional response; if one is negative, they will be negative under the righteous, peaceful, and prosperous reign of the Lord Jesus Christ.
51. As we have stated repeatedly, in the final determination it is not genetics or environment that determines one’s response to God; it is determined by each individual volition.

20:4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given to them. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of the testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark upon their forehead and upon their hand; and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.  {kai, (cc)--ei=don (viaa--1s)--qro,noj (n-am-p)--kai, (cc)--kaqi,zw (viaa--3p)--evpi, (pa)--auvto,j (npam3p)--kai, (cc)--kri,ma (n-nn-s) authority or right to judge--di,dwmi (viap--3s)--auvto,j (npdm3p)--kai, (cc)--h` yuch, (n-af-p)--o` (dgmp+) peleki,zw (vprpgm-p) 1X, to cut off the head with an ax--dia, (pa)--h` marturi,a (n-af-s)--VIhsou/j (n-gm-s) objective gen.--kai, (cc)--dia, (pa)--o` lo,goj (n-am-s)--o` qeo,j (n-gm-s)--kai, (cc)--o[stij (-aprnm-p)—ouv (qn)--proskune,w (viaa--3p)--to. qhri,on (n-an-s)--ouvde, (cc)--h` eivkw,n (n-af-s)--auvto,j (npgn3s)--kai, (cc)—ouv (qn)--lamba,nw (viaa--3p)--to. ca,ragma (n-an-s)--evpi, (pa)--to. me,twpon (n-an-s)--kai, (cc)--evpi, (pa)--h` cei,r (n-af-s)--auvto,j (npgm3p)--kai, (cc)--za,w (viaa--3p)--kai, (cc)--basileu,w (viaa--3p)--meta, (pg)--o` Cristo,j (n-gm-s)--ci,lioi (a-can-p)--e;toj (n-an-p)}
Exposition vs. 4

1. John now records the next increment of his vision, which focuses on the establishment of earthly thrones and those that occupy them.

2. The first portion of the verse is vague without a doubt since no specific subject is given for the verb sitting, and the third person pronoun is used to denote the group to whom judgment was given.

3. As Keathley has accurately noted, “These verses are complicated by a lack of specifics respecting just who is included here.”
4. Some interpreters see one group, some see two, and and some see three.

a. Those that see one group suggest that the martyrs are the subjects of all the verbs.

b. Those that see two groups take the ones setting on the thrones as the first and the martyrs as the second.

c. Those that see three groups understand the first to be the ones sitting on the thrones, the martyrs being the second, and those that had not worshipped the beast as the third.

5. We had been informed that there would be those from every segment of humanity that would eventually occupy positions of rulership on the earth with the Lord.  Rev. 5:9-10

6. Some interpreters view the resurrected church as the ones sitting on the thrones based on the fact that many specific promises are given to the church  about judging and ruling with Christ.  Lk 22:29-30 

7. Those interpreters suggest that the apostles were members of the church and represent the church as a whole.  ICor. 6:2-3; 2 Tim. 2:12; Rev. 2:26-27, 3:21

8. If this is to be limited to the resurrected Church, it seems slightly out of place given the emphasis on the earthly nature of the thrones and the fact that John never mentions the elders as he has some 12 times throughout this book.

9. A second group of interpreters sees those on the thrones as the victorious martyrs, who are now vindicated and fulfill the promise of Jesus Christ given to the apostles in Luke 22:29-30.

10. This view is somewhat based on the grammar, which recognizes that the accusative thrones and souls are both the objects of the verb I saw and this suggests to some that this should be understood as the seats and those sitting on them.

11. This would make the first kai. (kai) epexegetical and would provide the sense that I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, namely the souls of those who had been beheaded…
12. Krodel suggests that they are all the saints, with the martyrs being a special group that exists within the larger whole.

13. This is closer to the truth, but all believers are not in view since the Chruch has received resurrection bodies some seven years earlier.

14. The natural reading of the text tends to indicate that John saw the thrones and those that sat on them at or prior to the time he saw the souls of those that had been beheaded.

15. This would tend to indicate that the martyrs from Daniel’s 70th week had not actually received their resurrection bodies at this point, but do so later in the verse.

16. The emphasis of this verse is the resurrection of believers from the Age of Israel and the establishment of the promised earthly kingdom for the Jews.  

17. The fact that the martyrs from Daniel’s 70th week are mentioned is to emphasize the reality that they will receive their portion in the first resurrection and will enjoy the same blessings as Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and the other great believers from the Age of Israel.

18. Although the emphasis here is on the establishment of the earthly kingdom, it is obvious that a great deal of information is omitted, which one must factor in here.

19. For instance, there is no mention of the actual installation of the Messiah as the King of the Millennial Kingdom, or the resurrection of the believers from the Age of Israel, of which the martyrs represent only a portion.

20. The fact that they are sitting on thrones is indicative of the fact that they are part of the royal rule of Jesus Christ during the Millennium.

21. This does not mitigate against the fact that believers in the Royal Family will also have some positions of rulership and judgment during this same time.

22. The fact that judgment was given to them is another example of the Divine passives that are so prevalent throughout this book.

23. While there is some discussion as to whether the term auvtoi/j (autois—to them) is to be understood as an indirect object or a dative of advantage.

24. If it is the latter, it would denote judgment being passed on their behalf (in their favor), while the former would mean that the right to judge is given to them.

25. The passive form of di,dwmi (didomi) is used some 31 times in the New Testament and always appears to take an indirect object.  Matt. 14:11, 28:18; Rev. 11:1

26. In fact, this very much is consistent with the oriental concept of the king and the reality that he not only ruled but functioned as ruler and judge.  Acts 7:27,35

27. The specific group in view here is quite limited (although it may be comprised of a very large number of people) and is comprised of those who had been beheaded.
28. The Greek verb peleki,zw (pelekizo) is used only here in the New Testament and literally meant to cut off the head with an axe.

29. Many interpreters have wondered why beheading would become the most prominent method of execution under the reign of Antichrist.

30. Black Magick Freemasonry has a symbol for Degrees 9-11 which depict a decapitated head by a short sword, a symbol depicting the destruction of the Old Order so the New World Order can be established

31. This form of execution is preferred by those in the occult since they have the superstitious belief that the souls of those that have been beheaded cannot attain immortality.

32. Therefore, if one understands that this is part of the Luciferian thinking, it becomes quite obvious that there is religious/occult symbolism behind the beheading of the enemies of the New World Order.

33. We are next informed that the reason for their execution is found in their fidelity to the Son of God and His Word.

34. The testimony of Jesus refers to their verbal witness to the doctrines respecting Jesus Christ, Who He is, and His destiny to rule this world.

35. These believers are not only faithful to the doctrines of Christology, they maintained their loyalty to the general doctrines of Scripture throughout this horrific period of history.

36. One grammatical reason some see more than one group in this passage is the use of the relative pronoun o[stij (hostis), which is found in the nominative case.

37. Since the term souls is in the accusative some have argued that the masculine nominative pronoun does not modify the feminine accusative.

38. However, there are a number of grammatical anomalies (solecisms) in this book and the most natural reading does not indicate another group as coming into view.

39. Their faithfulness to these specific areas of truth caused them to avoid worshiping the beast or his image.

40. Their fidelity to God and His Son caused them to avoid participating in the cult of Antichrist, which further caused them to avoid receiving the mark on their forehead or on their hand.
41. One should recognize in this sequence of events that their overt refusal to comply with the dictates of the cult sprang from their faithfulness to Jesus and to God’s word.

42. The final portion of this verse has occasioned some debate as to the actual meaning of the Greek verb za,w (zao—to live, to be alive).

43. Some (Augustine, and other amillennialists) have taken this verb in a constantive sense and have interpreted it to refer to new spiritual life that follows conversion.

44. However, immediate context in verse 5 conclusively demonstrates that it is not spiritual life in view but resurrection from the dead.

45. Since that is the case, this must be understood as an event that occurs at the end of history and should not be treated in an allegorical fashion.

46. Therefore, the verb should be understood in an ingressive sense and translated came to life/began to live.
47. However, the next verb basileu,w (basileuo—received royal power, reigned) is clearly constantive and indicates that these martyrs are granted a special privilege for the duration of the Millennium.

48. They manifested complete faithfulness and loyalty to God’s plan during the most difficult period of history, a time that will witness state sponsored persecution of the faithful at a level that has not been seen previously.

49. In spite of all the difficulties they will face, these believers will successfully maintain their allegiance to God’s plan at the cost of their own lives.  

50. It is clear from this verse that one of the reasons for the Millennium involves the vindication and exaltation of those who did not love their lives to the point of death.  Rev. 12:11

51. A careful study of the Word of God will reveal that two distinct programs of resurrection will take place; what we are not told until now is that they are separated by a period of 1000 years.  Jn. 5:29

52. Daniel spoke of a time when many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, which is the first resurrection.  Dan. 12:2

53. At this time, all believers from Adam to the end of the Age of Israel (including those that died during Daniel's 70th week) will receive bodily resurrection.

54. This verse may suggest that there is actually an order within this first resurrection, which requires that the martyrs from Daniel’s 70th week are the last to receive their resurrection bodies.

55. This is actually the second wave of resurrection, which began with the Church Age believers some seven years earlier.

56. The third wave of resurrection will include the resurrection of all unbelievers, who will be assembled at the Great White Throne for their final judgment.  Rev. 20:5,12

57. It is also somewhat intriguing to note here that the most significant period of human history (at least in terms of peace and prosperity) is only mentioned in these three verses.

58. The fact that the Holy Spirit does not devote more time and space to such a significant period of history would tend to indicate that the Millennium is not the focal point of this book.

59. In fact, chapters 4-19 deal extensively with a period of only seven years (Daniel’s 70th week), while the Millennium and the eternal state are limited to only a few chapters.

60. We were told at the beginning of the book that this revelation was given to John through the spiritual chain of command so he could deliver it to His bond-servants.  Rev. 1:1

61. God is glorified when He reveals Himself, and His revelation is progressive; this latest revelation adds to the ancient prophecies, reaffirms them, and expands on them.

62. The end result should refresh the perspective of the Church age believer and encourage him in the long silence that is to follow for the millennia of the Church Age.

63. Therefore, we would rightly conclude that the purpose of all this information is to encourage the saints, who must walk by faith and not by sight.  IICor. 5:7

64. To be sure, this information would also be useful to those that will have to live during Daniel’s 70th week, but the primary beneficiaries are the Church Age believers, who are to remain alert as Jesus had commanded.  Matt. 24:42; IThess. 5:6

65. This information is to arm them with discernment so they may not so readily overreact as prophecies are fulfilled and the rapture draws near. 

66. Additionally, knowing what is going to happen in advance is designed to protect the believer from erroneous activity if he finds himself living in political Babylon for instance.

67. Therefore, while we did not need the summary of events that follow the rapture, it should be plain that God is both generous and wise in providing us with that information, which should enable us to keep things in perspective.

68. In regard to perspective, we are the most blessed group of believers in the Church age, having a great deal of information regarding the greater blessings God has in store for us in the future.

69. In regard to the greater blessings of the Millennial reign and the subsequent eternal state, we are not provided with much information, but we are provided with enough to cause us to look forward to them as we make our way through the Devil's world.

70. While not given a lot of space, we are assured of the final triumph of the Lamb of God and the gathering of all God’s people into His eternal kingdom.

20:5 The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were completed. This is the first resurrection.  {o`. loipo,j (ap-nm-p)--o` nekro,j (ap-gm-p)—ouv (qn)--za,w (viaa--3p)--a;cri (cs) --tele,w (vsap--3s)--to. ci,lioi (a-cnn-p)--e;toj (n-nn-p)--ou-toj (a-dnf-s)--h` avna,stasij (n-nf-s)--h` prw/toj (a-onf-s)}

20:6 Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.  {maka,rioj (a--nm-s)--kai, (cc)--a[gioj (a--nm-s)--o` (dnms+) e;cw (vppanm-s)--me,roj (n-an-s) a piece, portion, or part—evn (pd)--h` avna,stasij (n-df-s)--h` prw/toj (a-odf-s)—evpi,  (pg)--ou-toj (apdgm-p)--o` deu,teroj qa,natoj (n-nm-s) defined in 21:8—ouv (qn)--e;cw (vipa--3s)--evxousi,a (n-af-s) authority, power, dominion--avlla, (ch)--eivmi, (vifd--3p)--i`ereu,j (n-nm-p)--o` qeo,j (n-gm-s)--kai, (cc)--o` Cristo,j (n-gm-s)--kai, (cc)--basileu,w (vifa--3p)--meta, (pg)--auvto,j (npgm3s)--Îta.Ð ci,lioi (a-can-p)--e;toj (n-an-p)}

Exposition vs. 5-6

1. This passage has divided interpreters largely along two lines of thought; the first sees verse 4 as referring only to the martyrs and verse 5 refers to all the other saints and unbelievers (Beckwith, Caird, Mounce, Aune).

2. The second view (Ladd, Johnson, Beale) sees verse 4 as referring to all saints and the rest of the dead would be unbelievers only.

3. Although verse 4 does focus specifically on the martyrs, they are not to be considered the only ones that receive their resurrection bodies at that time.

4. Orthodox interpreters have long held that there is a sequence of resurrections and that resurrection of believers and unbelievers actually occur in several phases.

5. This is made evident by the doctrine of the pre-wrath rapture (pre-trib to most) and the facts that are recorded in I Corinthians.  ICor. 15:20-23

6. That passage clearly teaches that there is a sequence of events that involves a lapse of time for God’s program of resurrection.

7. The Geek term in verse 23 is ta,gma (tagma—order), which is a military term for that which has been arranged, placed in order; specifically it came to mean a body of soldiers, a company or troop.

8. This term was used of troops of soldiers marching in sequence, with one order or rank following another.

9. This indicates that there is a particular place or order of resurrection for each one according to which troop/rank/group he belongs.

10. The actual first wave of resurrection only contained one person and occurred in 33 AD when Jesus Christ was raised bodily from the dead.  ICor. 15:21; IPet. 1:3

11. The second wave of resurrection is the rapture, which is clearly distinguished from the resurrection of believers at the Second Advent by a number of factors.

a. The rapture details a time when Christ comes for His people, but does not return to planet earth.  IThess. 4:13ff; Rev. 14:14-16

b. The Second Advent clearly envisions Christ returning to earth with an army of believers accompanying Him.  Rev. 19:14,19-21

c. The Church is promised deliverance from the hour of testing, it is not promised deliverance through/within the hour of testing.  Rev. 3:10

d. The rapture is a private affair, conducted with some degree of secrecy; the Second Advent is a very public affair in which every eye will see Him.  Rev. 1:7

e. As we saw in chapter 14, the two harvests begin with the removal of the Church and conclude with the wine press of God’s wrath.  Rev. 14:14-19

f. Further, we have seen the glorified Church, represented in the persons of the elders, already in Heaven prior to any of the events of Daniel's 70th week.  Rev. 4:4

g. If one was going to place the resurrection of the Church here (following the time of wrath and the Second Advent), he has to explain away a number of verses.  Rom. 5:9; IThess. 1:10, 5:9

h. Further, at the rapture the participants are both living and dead; this resurrection concerns itself only with those that were dead and came to life.  IThess. 4:16-17; Rev. 20:4

i. The Old Testament explicitly marks the time of the resurrection of Old Testament believers, such as Daniel, after the events of Daniel’s 70th week.  Dan. 12:1-2

12. Given these facts, one should recognize that this is actually the third phase of resurrection, which makes no reference to the first two waves of resurrection that have already occurred.

13. This is likely based on the fact that this resurrection is primarily for those in the Age of Israel, and very much concerns itself with the fulfillment of the promises made throughout the Old Testament, which promised Israel a time of great exaltation.

14. Further, the Jewish understanding (absent Church Age doctrine) was that there was a two-fold resurrection of the righteous and the wicked; this fact was confirmed by Jesus Christ at the First Advent.  Dan. 12:2; Jn. 5:28-29

15. We are to understand this as the promised resurrection of the righteous, which is separated from the resurrection of the wicked by a space of 1000 years.

16. There is some question as to whether or not people will die in the Millennium (I think they will), which raises the question about when they will receive their resurrection.   Isa. 65:20

17. It does not appear that the first resurrection continues throughout the Millennium; the natural reading of our verses indicates that it happens and those involved will reign for the entire thousand years.

18. We are told explicitly in verse 5 that the rest of the dead (negative unbelievers) did not come to life until the thousand years were completed.

19. As we stated previously, interpreters are divided over who is involved here, but the position that the rest of the dead refers to unbelievers is supported by most orthodox interpreters and by the general explanation of this book.

20. In fact, one should understand verse 5a as being parenthetical (dealing with the resurrection of the wicked) and the flow of thought continuing from verse 4 to 5b.

21. After the 1000 years of the Millennium, the rest of the dead (negative unbelievers) will be brought to life and provided a resurrection body.

22. This event is detailed later in this chapter following the Gog/Magog rebellion and the final fall of Satan into the lake of fire.  Rev. 20:8,10ff

23. The first resurrection encompasses  those that were not part of the Church Age (the Church received its resurrection seven years earlier), including those that suffered martyrdom under the Antichrist.

24. Verse 6 introduces the fifth of the seven beatitudes in this book as it relates the first resurrection to the concept of spiritual prosperity and blessing.
25. As we have noted previously, the Greek term maka,rioj (makarios) is the term that is used by the translators in the LXX to translate the Hebrew term yrev.a;  (‘ash rey), which is almost used as an interjection: “Oh the blessednesses of…”
26. Usually, this term describes the man who is singularly favored by God and therefore spiritually happy, blessed, and to be congratulated.

27. This Greek word does not describe the inner feeling of happiness on the part of those to whom it is applied; rather, it speaks of true blessedness from an ideal point of view in the objective evaluation of others (God or man).

28. While the last portion of verse 5 provides a summary of the entire process, verse six introduces an asxiomatic statement that is applied to all who receive resurrection at this time. 

29. In this verse, the adjective a[gioj (hagios—holy) is also used to describe those that receive their resurrection bodies at this time.
30. The basic meaning of this term is that which is set apart; it focuses on the reality that these believers are now experientially set apart to God for all eternity.
31. In context, it must be limited to those believers that were not part of the Chruch Age, and so focuses on the spiritual status of those involved in this resurrection.
32. Although this must involve millions and millions of believers through the ages, the verse focuses on the individual and the blessing of the one having a part in the first resurrection.
33. The Greek term me,roj (meros) means a part or portion and is used in this book to denote participation in something.  Rev. 21:8, 22:19

34. Those that participate in this first resurrection will be brought to life and spend the next thousand years living under maximum peace and prosperity politically, morally, and spiritually.

35. They will be some of the guests of honor that will be invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb.  Rev. 19:9; Matt. 8:11

36. Part of the spiritual blessing for those that participate in the first resurrection is having the knowledge that the second death will not be an issue for them.

37. The second death was first mentioned when Jesus Christ was addressing the church at Smyrna, but was not closely identified there.  Rev. 2:11

38. However the term is  defined within the book of Revelation and is not subject to any other interpretation.  Rev. 20:14, 21:8

39. The first death, which is the lot of all mankind apart from the rapture, is physical death, the separation of the soul from the body.  Heb. 9:27

40. The second death is that of eternal separation from God for all eternity, being confined to the lake of fire and enduring eternal torment.

41. The second death will not exercise any right, authority, or power over those that receive their resurrection bodies at this time.

42. As the latter part of this verse makes clear, resurrected believers from the age of Israel will share in a priesthood that is characterized by royal rule.

43. This was the original intention for the Jewish race, as God desired His people to serve Him as royal priests.  Ex. 19:5-6

44. However, their failures under the conditions of the Mosaic Covenant caused them to come under great discipline (the 5th cycle) and they have not fulfilled God’s design at this time.

45. Nevertheless, in their resurrection bodies, they will serve God as priests throughout the 1000 years of the Millennium.  Isa. 61:6-7

46. It should not be overlooked that they will function in their priestly capacity toward both God and Christ, proving once again that Christ is deity.

47. Their job description will involve their representation of Christ to the millennial constituents and vice versa.

Doctrine of Deaths

20:7 And when the thousand years are completed, Satan will be released from his prison,  {kai, (cc)--o[tan (cs)--tele,w (vsap--3s)--to. ci,lioi e;toj (n-nn-p)--lu,w (vifp--3s)--o` Satana/j (n-nm-s) —evk (pg)--h` fulakh, (n-gf-s)--auvto,j (npgm3s)}

Exposition vs. 7

1. Again, very little information is provided here about the millennial age and we now move chronologically past the 1000 years of Christ’s reign on earth.

2. While the Millennium is mentioned quite briefly here, there is a vast amount of information in the Old Testament with which John knew his readers would have been familiar.

3. There is no indication as to the exact time when the thousand years begins, but based on the chronological note in Daniel it appears that the millennial reign proper does not begin until some 75 days after the Second Advent.  Dan. 12:11-12

4. The figure in verse 12 deals with an additional period of 45 days that follows the end of the hostilities, the destruction of the Antichrist, his armies, and all the armies of the earth that gathered to the great war.  Rev. 16:14

5. At this time the massive cleanup from this incredible war will begin (Dan. 2:35), Satan will be bound (Rev. 20:1-3), believers will experience their resurrection (Rev. 20:4), earthly thrones will be established (Rev. 20:4; Matt. 19:28), the judgment of the sheep and goats will take place (Matt. 25:31ff), and the Millennium will technically begin after 45 days,

6. Verse 7 begins with an indefinite temporal clause that emphasizes for the third time in this chapter that the period of 1000 years will be a reality.  Rev. 20:3,5

7. The Old Testament recognizes that this will be a time of unprecedented peace, prosperity, justice, and righteousness, politically, physically, spiritually and morally.  Isa. 2:2-4, 11:1-14; Hab. 2:14

8. The two primary reasons for this are the removal of Satan and his demons, and the bodily presence and reign of the Lord Jesus Christ.

9. With the removal of Satan and his demons, external solicitations to satanic evil via his deceptions will be removed from the planet.

10. With the perfect reign of Jesus Christ as the glorified Son of God in all His righteousness, wisdom, and power, the world will enjoy peace, righteousness, and justice.

11. Following this period of unprecedented peace and prosperity, it is part of the Divine decrees that Satan be released from his prison and once again be allowed to engage in his agenda of deceiving mankind.

12. After the thousand years, Satan is released for a short but unspecified period of time as was recorded earlier in this chapter.  Rev. 20:3

13. This release of Satan was anticipated in verse 3 and presented as something that must occur, a moral necessity in the fulfillment of the plan and purposes of God for human history.

14. In order to understand these plans and purposes, one must recognize the principle of dispensations, which are designed to test man under varying circumstances and to progressively fulfill God’s purposes.

15. The Greek term oivkonomi,a (oikonomia) relates to the work of a steward and the administration or management of a household.  Lk. 16:2-4
16. Dispensational Theology can be defined as the system of theology which attempts to understand the Bible's philosophy of history on the basis of the sovereign rule of God.  
17. It represents the whole of Scripture and history as being covered by several dispensations or administrations of God's rule.
18. While a dispensation has been defined as a period of time in which God works with and in His people in a particular way, the emphasis is on the manner or method of dealing with people God has chosen to employ during that time, not simply the time period itself. 
19. Usually the length of time is not emphasized or even mentioned (as it is in our verses); therefore, it is the differing rules and institutions that God has established during that time that distinguishes one dispensation from another.
20. The Millennium serves to demonstrate that God has special purposes in each dispensation and the culmination of each does not simply end it; it accomplishes and demonstrates certain goals and purposes that God has as He administrates His plan.

21. Although Satan’s abode was not specifically called a prison in vers 1-2 of this chapter, the imagery of the chains and being bound certainly pointed in that direction.

22. Our verse indicates clearly that the abyss will be the prison house, Satan will be the prisoner, and he will serve a sentence of 1000 years.

23. Therefore, his release from prison is here analogous to the idea of a prisoner being paroled after he has served his time and paid his debt to society.

24. It should be noted that a 1000 year sentence seems on the surface to be an incredibly harsh and lengthy judgment by human standards.

25. However, some crimes are so outrageous that the judge (God in this case) levels a sentence that expresses what is deserved for particularly heinous crimes against society/humanity.

26. From a natural perspective, one might expect that given enough time, a criminal would see the error of his ways, change his mind, and come forth as a productive member of society.

27. In Satan’s case, it will be evident that the lengthy time he is incarcerated does nothing to alter his fundamental nature or activity.

28. As Mounce has pointed out, this makes plain that neither the designs of Satan nor the waywardness of the human heart will be altered by the mere passing of time.”
29. Satan’s imprisonment and subsequent release will serve to clearly demonstrate that he is incorrigible, he cannot and will not be rehabilitated.

30. This series of events serves to clearly demonstrate that one cannot change negative volition to positive volition by any means, no matter how long one might try.

31. During the time Satan is incarcerated, humanity is living through the golden age of the Millennium; Satan is bound in prison while men are enjoying maximum freedom and peace.

32. As we will see, it is not only Satan that cannot be changed by the passing of time; humanity will demonstrate its depravity and negative volition after enjoying the best of life.

Doctrine of Dispensations
20:8 and will come out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together for the war; the number of them is like the sand of the seashore.  {kai, (cc)--evxe,rcomai (vifd--3s)--plana,w (vnaa) purpose infin.--to. e;qnoj (n-an-p)--to. (danp) the ones—evn (pd)—h` te,ssarej gwni,a (n-df-p) lit. a corner or cornerstone, the four directions--h` gh/ (n-gf-s)--o` Gw,g (n-am-s)--kai, (cc)--Magw,g (n-am-s) apposition to “the earth”--suna,gw (vnaa) purpose infin.--auvto,j (npam3p)—eivj (pa) into--o` po,lemoj (n-am-s)--o[j (aprgm-p) of whom--o` avriqmo,j (n-nm-s)--auvto,j (npgm3p)--w`j (cs)--h` a;mmoj (n-nf-s) 5X, sand--h` qa,lassa (n-gf-s)}

20:9 And they came up on the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, and fire came down from heaven and devoured them.  {kai, (cc)--avnabai,nw (viaa--3p) to come up, ascend--evpi, (pa)--to. pla,toj (n-an-s) 4X, breadth, broad plain or expanse, used to denote the massive numbers involved--h` gh/ (n-gf-s)--kai, (cc)--kukleu,w (viaa--3p) 1X, to encircle, to surround--h` parembolh, (n-af-s) an encampment, used as a military term for an army in the field, used in the LXX for the camp of the Jews in the desert--o` a[gioj (ap-gm-p) holy ones, saints--kai, (cc)--h` po,lij (n-af-s)--h` avgapa,w (vprpaf-s) Jerusalem or its inhabitants--kai, (cc)--katabai,nw (viaa--3s)--pu/r (n-nn-s)—evk (pg)--o` ouvrano,j (n-gm-s)--kai, (ch)--katesqi,w (viaa--3s) consumed, devoured, completely incinerated--auvto,j (npam3p)}

Exposition vs. 8-9

1. Following his release from the forces that were restraining him, Satan does precisely what one would expect and wastes no time in coming out from his prison.

2. While we are not given any real insight into what Satan may or may not have considered during his incarceration, the first purpose infinitive of plana,w (planao) indicates that his plan is to mislead the nations of the planet.

3. This should not surprise or shock us in any way since this is how Satan and his forces are regularly represented in the Word of God.  Rev. 12:9, 13:14, 19:20; Matt. 24:5,11,24

4. The book of Revelation emphasizes strongly that Satan does not overpower people by the conventional use of force; he relies on his ability to deceive them with his viewpoint.

5. The power/authority that Satan and his followers employ comes from God and is controlled by God.  Rev. 9:1,3, 13:2,5,7

6. While his power is impressive from the human viewpoint, it should be noted that it only operates in a finite sphere (generally around the earth) and is subject to the omnipotence of God.  Job 1:12, 2:6; Rev. 12:7-8, 20:1-3

7. The nations are described here with the universal phrase the four corners of the earth (an idiom for every direction), which emphasizes that this activity is global in scope and not limited to one geographic region.  Isa. 11:12

8. The fact that the nations are mentioned confirms the reality that the planet will be restored following the Second Advent and will be repopulated with human beings, who still exist according under the principle of nationalism.

9. The fact that they are fully human indicates that they are still afflicted with the genetic sin nature and that volition will continue to be an issue throughout the Millennium.

10. Although Jesus Christ is ruling bodily and visibly from Jerusalem, people still have to make a choice with respect to the plan of God.

11. Zechariah indicates that there will be some manifestation of negative volition during the Millennium, which God will judge with drought.  Zech. 14:16-19

12. We know that operation rod of iron will ensure a society that is peaceful since Jesus Christ will not tolerate international aggression or criminal activity during this time.

13. Therefore, although negative volition will continue to be a factor, overt manifestations of that negative volition will be suppressed, either voluntarily or with the rod of iron.

14. This should demonstrate the wisdom of capital punishment; those whom it does not deter, it eliminates—problem solved!

15. The nations are next identified by the terms Gog and Magog, which are both accusatives in apposition to the term nations.
16. While the imagery and language is drawn from the book of Ezekiel, it is clear that this event is not the same one that is described in Ezekiel 38-39.

a. In that passage, the invasion comes from the north, but this one comes from all directions.

b. That battle comes about the middle of Daniel's 70th week, while the Jews are trusting in their supposed safety, but this battle is over 1000 years later.  

c. That battle is instigated by God Himself, while this battle is instigated by Satan.  Ezek. 38:4

d. That battle appears to be motivated by financial interests, while this battle appears to be one that focuses on annhilating God’s people.  Ezek. 38:11-12

17. The term Magog first appears in Genesis and is listed as a descendent of Japheth, whom Josephus identifies as the Scythians.  Ant. 1:123
18. Ezekiel uses the term as an equivalent to the land of Gog, while identifying Gog as the leader of that region.  Ezek. 38:2

19. John seems to use the terms in Revelation in a general sense to refer to all the opponents of Messiah, a sense found in Jewish apocalyptic literature.  

20. From its most prominent usage in Ezekiel, these names stand for rebellious peoples/nations, who attack God and His people and will be finally destroyed.

21. Therefore, it becomes another sort of code just as the term Waterloo is used to denote a disastrous battle, but one not directly related to the historic event.

22. In that regard, the two terms are used of the enemies of God, who will attack Israel during Daniel's 70th week (Ezek. 38-39), and who will ultimately ally themselves with Satan, and be summarily defeated.

23. The Ezekiel passage details the near fulfillment of the prophecy and forms the frame of reference for the greater, final battle between God and Satan.

24. Block describes very well the shift from the vision of Ezekiel to the final fulfillment in Revelation as he states, “an event whose timing in the prophecy is set only ‘in the latter days’ is now pictured as the penultimate event in human history.  The national peace and prosperity ascribed to Israel is transformed into a portrait of universal peace. The foreign foe becomes a satanic foe and the divine victory comes from the hand of God.  What was a message that originally had been presented to the Jewish exiles to bolster their hopes has been transformed into a message of hope for all believers.”
25. Some interpreters (Morris, Hendriksen, Beale) have attempted to identify this final battle at the end of the Millennium with the battle described in chapter 16. suggesting that this is merely a recapitulation of the battle of Armageddon.

26. Although there are quite a few tortured interpretations of this verse, if one simply keeps before him that the end is characterized by a lot of warfare (beginning just before the middle of Daniel's 70th week), followed by a 1000 years of peace, concluding with another round of warfare, he has grasped the biblical chronology.

27. The second infinitive in verse 8 to gather them together further describes the purposes of Satan after his release from his prison in the abyss.

28. In that regard, the second infinitive reveals the purpose of the first infinitive relating to his acts of deception; his deception precedes their actions.

29. This huge mass of negative volition that has lived through part or most of the Millennium is immediately seduced by Satan, demonstrating that environment does not materially determine whether one is positive or negative.

30. While we are not told whether or not the group is in the majority, we are told that the number of them is incredibly large, like the sand of the seashore.
31. It does seem very likely that the state of affairs during the Millennium will result in a tremendous population explosion, with increased longevity adding to the world population.

32. Let’s assume that the current world population (6.56 billion) is reduced by 98.5% to a figure of about one million people, and apply population growth models during the Millennium.

33. The first factor that one must consider is increased longevity will very likely result in increased procreation since peace and prosperity will allow people to procreate for a much longer time.

34. Secondly, population will always be on the increase and never decrease since there will be no warfare, no significant diseases, or any other factor that normally slows population growth.

35. Given the fact that families will likely be larger, and the fact that population increases in an exponential fashion, the numbers get astonishingly large very quickly.

36. The natural reading of the verses suggests that this large mass of negative volition (which may very well be in the majority) draws up in battle array, surrounding the camp of the saints and the beloved city.
37. The word “camp,” the Greek parembolh, (parembole), refers to those in battle, an army in battle array, hence a fortified camp, fortress, or citadel.

38. In this context, there is no evidence that the people of God would have a military during the Millennium since warfare will not be an issue.  Isa. 2:4

39. However, Ezekiel describes the allotment of locations aroudn the temple in a similar array to that in which Israel camped between the Exodus and the conquest; therefore, they may still be camped in military array.

40. The same term is used twice by the author of Hebrews as a general term that appears to be pretty much equivalent to the city itself. Ps. 78:68, 87:2

41. That suggests that grammatically the beloved city is in apposition to the camp of the saints and refers to the city of Jerusalem rather than to a military outpost.

42. In keeping with ancient military strategy, the satanic army surrounds the city and lays siege to the saints within it.

43. The saints in this context (those under attack) would appear to refer to the human inhabitants of Jerusalem rather than to any segment of the saints that had already experienced resurrection.

44. This attack seems to be one in which annihilation is the goal, and you can’t kill those that already have a resurrection body.

45. In spite of all the satanic effort the attack is completely unsuccessful; God summarily puts down the attacking army by means of a fiery cataclysm sent from Heaven.

46. The verb katesqi,w (katesthio) means to eat up or consume; in this context it has the nuance of complete incineration of the enemies.

47. Like the battle at Armageddon, this also turns out to be a complete defeat of the enemies of God apart from an actual battle.  Rev. 19:17-21

48. Once again, this graphically demonstrates the incorrigible nature of Satan, the corrupt nature of the human heart, and the fact that environment does not alter the expression of volition.

49. Throughout the history of mankind, particuarly during the time in which we live, Satan and evil men have advanced the idea that man is basically good, possessing a divine spark of goodness that simply needs to be fanned into a flame.

50. Some have suggested that if mankind had the right opportunities, the right environment, etc. that it would result in the “great society”.
51. Socialism has advanced the faulty premise that if we simply leveled the playing field, removed all inequalities, and gave everyone the same opportunities that we would have a wonderful world.

52. Others have stated that the criminal element could and should be reformed since they are merely the product of a bad environment over which they had no control.

53. In the final generations of history we have seen the rise of the belief that internationalism and a one-world state would bring world peace, eliminate poverty and bring an end to war.

54. All these ideas will be proved wrong during the Millennial reign of Jesus Christ, which will graphically demonstrate that mankind does not need a different society with all evils removed in order to prosper.

55. The only effective and lasting change must come through God’s plan of grace, which provides spiritual life and the opportunity to change man from within, where the real problems lie.  Matt. 15:18-20

20:10 And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.  {kai, (cc)--o` dia,boloj (ap-nm-s)--o` (dnms+) plana,w (vppanm-s) deception is ongoing--auvto,j (npam3p)--ba,llw (viap--3s)—eivj (pa)--h` li,mnh (n-af-s) 2nd mention, 19:20—to. pu/r (n-gn-s)--kai, (cc)--qei/on (n-gn-s) brimstone, sulphur--o[pou (abr) in which place--kai, (ab) adjunctive, also--to. qhri,on (n-nn-s)--kai, (cc)--o` yeudoprofh,thj (n-nm-s)--kai, (cc)--basani,zw (vifp--3p)--h`me,ra (n-gf-s)--kai, (cc)--nu,x (n-gf-s) genitives of time—eivj (pa)--o` aivw,n (n-am-p)--o` aivw,n (n-gm-p)}
Exposition vs. 10

1. The preceding events have graphically demonstrated the fact that time, or any other factor, will not alter the evil of Satan and his desire to overturn the plan of God.

2. We have seen that the fundamental nature of man is not altered by environment and that the only effective and lasting change is accomplished through God’s plan of salvation.

3. These events have corroborated the fact that Satan is a liar, slanderer, deceitful, and has been a major cause of the suffering and misery of mankind.

4. Therefore, this all serves to demonstrate that the righteous judgment of God in sending him to the lake of fire for all eternity is quite deserved.

5. Following the destruction of the mass of negative volition, God now turns His attention to His primary adversary.

6. This verse details the final fall of Satan, as he is eliminated from the stage of history forever and consigned to the lake of fire and brimstone (sulfur).

7. This verse in some ways is simply a summary statement about Satan alone, which we must consider in light of other factors in the Word of God.

8. For instance, Satan is not the only one cast into the lake of fire at this time; all those fallen angels that have allied themselves with his viewpoint will be likewise confined.  Matt. 25:41

9. Although interpreters often misunderstand the falls of Satan and confuse them, Satan’s very history can be summarized by the term fallen.

a. His first fall from perfection came at the moment he demonstrated negative volition and manufactured the first sin of pride.  Ezek. 28:12,15

b. His second fall consisted of his demotion from the throne room of God (which may have been on the earth) when he was cast forth as being profane.  Ezek. 28:16b

c. The phrase holy mountain is used some 21 times in the Old Testament, and always appears to refer to Mount Zion.  Ps. 2:6; Isa. 11:9; Ezek. 20:40; Dan. 9:16

d. His third fall will come at the middle of Daniel's 70th week, when he will be denied further access to Heaven and confined to planet earth.  Rev. 9:1, 12:7-9,12

e. His fourth fall will come at the beginning of the Millennium when he will be bound and cast into the abyss for 1000 years.  Rev. 20:1-3

f. His final fall will come at the end of the Millennium following the Gog/Magog rebellion when he will be permanently confined to the lake of fire.  Rev. 20:10

g. He will spend eternity in that prison, being the most despised, and abased creature there.  Isa. 14:9-11,15-17

10. As we observed in chapter 19, there is certainly a rich history behind the concept of the lake of fire, which most believe stems from the traditions regarding the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah by fire and sulfur.  Gen. 19:24; Lk. 17:29-30; I Enoch 21:7-10

11. It is certainly to be connected with Gehenna, which came to refer to eternal fiery punishment.  Matt. 5:22

12. The Greek term ge,enna (geenna) is derived originally from the Valley of Hinnom on the south slope of Jerusalem, which became notorious during the reigns of Ahaz and Manasseh when children were burned as sacrifices to the god Molech.  IIChron. 28:3, 33:6
13. It was condemned and became a symbol for future punishment (Isa. 66:24; Jer. 7:30-33), finally becoming a symbol for the ultimate in punishment and eternal torment.  Mk. 9:43
14. The only real theological divergence here is whether or not the fire and brimstone are to be understood in a literal (most orthodox interpreters) or figurative sense.

15. If they are not taken as literal (which would be awful enough), the question must be addressed as to what horrible reality they are used to portray if they are simply figurative for something worse.

16. There is the recognition even among those (Pett) that suggest that this is not a literal lake of fire that this is designed to indicate something dreadful, miserable, and beyond comprehension.  

17. Verse 10 adds a subtle but important point when the Greek indicates that the beast and false prophet are also found in the lake of fire.

18. This portion of our verse destroys any notion that there is no conscious torment for human beings after death.

19. The translators of the NET Bible recognize that the verb in this clause, which is the verb eivmi. (eimi—to be, to exist), has been elided. 

20. However, the clause begins with o[pou (hopou—in which place, where) and follows with a kai. (kai), which should be classified as an adjunctive usage and translated also.
21. In keeping with the previous past tenses some translations supply a past tense verb here (were), but in view of the future tense that follows (they will be tormented), a present tense verb should be used to provide a transition from the previous past tense to the future tense that follows.

22. This indicates that the beast and false prophet have been in the lake of fire for slightly over a thousand years and are still residing there.

23. This is further confirmed by the phrase that follows, which uses a third person plural of the verb basani,zw (basanizo), to indicate that all three are going to enjoy the same duration of torment.
24. The fact is that there is no reason not to take this as literal, indicating that the lake of fire is a place of incredible heat where all unbelievers will be confined to suffer eternal, conscious torment.

25. One theological consideration that has been advanced is that of annihilation, which rejects conscious eternal punishment in favor of soul sleep or extinguishing the soul after death.

26. However, these two human beings are clearly still in the lake of fire after a thousand years and oeveHowevcomprise a segment of those that will be tormented day and night forever and ever.

27. Although the genitives day and night are genitives of time and denote the time in which an action is performed and not the duration of the activity, they must be interpreted in light of what follows.  IThess. 2:9, 3:10

28. The phrase eivj tou.j aivw/naj tw/n aivw,nwn (eis tous aionas ton aionon—into the ages of the ages) is used 18 times in the New Testament, and should be understood as a future period of endless duration.
29. With this final fall of Satan, the issues raised by his rebellion that began the angelic conflict have been resolved in favor of God.
30. The 7000 years that God allotted for human history and the resolution of the issues raised by the fall of Satan have now run their course and the archenemy of God will no longer be a factor.
31. The revolt which Satan instigated against the perfect government of Jesus Christ demonstrates that negative volition functions in spite of perfect conditions and the availability of Bible doctrine

32. The course of the angelic conflict and human history have now conclusively demonstrated that negative volition works to the eternal detriment of both angels and men.

Doctrine of Satan

20:11 And I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them.  {kai, (cc)--ei=don (viaa--1s)--qro,noj (n-am-s) --me,gaj (a--am-s) large, awesome--leuko,j (a--am-s)--kai, (cc)--o` (dams+) ka,qhmai (vppnam-s)--evpi, (pa)--auvto,j (npam3s) the throne--o[j (aprgm-s) of whom, not translated--avpo, (pg)—to. pro,swpon (n-gn-s)--feu,gw (viaa--3s) poetic for the dissolution of the material universe--h` gh/ (n-nf-s)--kai, (cc)--o` ouvrano,j (n-nm-s)--kai, (cc)--to,poj (n-nm-s)—ouv (qn)--eu`ri,skw (viap--3s)--auvto,j (npdn3p)}
Exposition vs. 11

1. John now advances to the third specific part of the visions of chapter 20, focusing on the appearance of a throne.

2. This throne is described by the two adjectives great and white.
3. The first adjective has been used a number of times in this book and usually have denoted something that is loud (Rev. 1:10, 5:2), something extensive (Rev. 6:4), something powerful (Rev. 6:12), or large.  Rev. 8:8

4. This throne is no doubt of impressive size, which only would serve to make those that will stand before it see their own insignificance in the face of such immensity.

5. The term is used here to describe the large and awe inspiring nature of the throne that John sees, perhaps in contrast to the thrones he had seen previously.  Rev. 20:4

6. The second adjective leuko,j (leukos—white) is the color of purity, and denotes the absolutely righteous nature of the throne (the One on it) John observes.

7. This judgment will be the supreme display of the righteousness and justice of God, which will now be fully manifested to every individual that will be present.

8. God has warned man throughout history that He is a holy God, who demands righteousness and will not approve of evil.  Hab. 1:13

9. He has given ample admonishments that one must possess the type of righteousness of which He approves in order to avoid inevitable judgment.  Ps. 11:4-6

10. While John must see the one sitting on the throne, he is somewhat ambiguous and does not attempt to describe who it is.

11. Interpreters are somewhat divided here with some seeing the one on the throne as the Father and others identifying Him as the Son.

12. Charles and Moyise think that this scene builds on the scene in Daniel and that the one on the throne is the Ancient of Days.  Dan. 7:9,10,22

13. However, these two events are not the same; the events described in Daniel do refer to the Father without a doubt, but occur prior to the Millennium and not after it.  Dan. 7:11-12,22

14. Some have correctly pointed out that every previous reference to the throne in this book seems to focus on the Father as the one sitting on the throne.  Rev. 1:4, 4:2, 5:1, 6:16, 7:9, 12:5, 19:4

15. Others see the one on the throne as a reference to Jesus Christ based on the fact that He was promised the right to execute all judgment.  Jn. 5:22,27; Acts 10:42; IITim. 4:1

16. In Revelation 3:21, Jesus Christ claims to share the throne with His Father, essentially making the throne equally theirs.

17. This appears to be the final disposition of things based on what is recorded with respect to the eternal state in which the Father and the Lamb share the throne.  Rev. 22:1,3

18. John’s intention here is not to make a distinction between the Father and the Son; it is deity that sits on the throne and this vision focuses on the final judgment of all unbelievers before God Almighty.

19. Mankind has been warned repeatedly that each individual will be forced to provide an account before God.  Rom. 14:12; Heb. 13:17; IPet. 4:5

20. The wise person has considered the issues of righteousness, God’s nature and character, and made his provision for that inevitable fact.

21. Those that have not accepted the free offer of salvation by faith in Messiah will find themselves before this massive and righteous throne of judgment.

22. They manifest that fact that they are either living in rebellion against the Judge, or are living in denial that this judgment will actually occur.

23. John now provides us with an important piece of information respecting the material creation and the final disposition of the current heaven and earth.

24. From the human perspective, the heavens and the earth appear to be eternal; they have existed before each person was born and continue to exist after his death.  Ps. 78:69, 104:5; Eccles. 1:4

25. However, further revelation indicates that God created the heavens and the earth, they are here to serve His purposes, and He will eventually do away with the material creation.  Gen. 1:1; Ps. 102:25-26; Isa. 34:4, 51:6; Matt. 24:35; Heb. 1:10-12

26. We know that the original creation was spoken into existence by the Father, while the actual work of creating was accomplished by the Son.  Gen. 2:4; Jn. 1:3; ICor. 8:6; Col. 1:16

27. John uses poetic language to describe the dissolution of the material universe, as he indicates that they flee like fugitives.

28. This brief mention is designed to maintain the focus on the central issue here, which is the judgment before the Great White Throne.

29. The same type of language was used in chapter 16 to describe the physical destruction of the topography of the earth just before the Second Advent.  Rev. 16:20

30. The force of this is that the material universe disappears from existence because there is no longer any need for it, which is the implication of the rest of this verse.

31. John merely states the matter as a fact and does not provide any insight into the dissolution of the material universe, only that it occurs here at the end of the Millennium.

32. Peter provides revelation as to exactly how this will occur as he details the same event in his second epistle.  IIPet. 3:7,10-13

33. In that letter, Peter ties the destruction of the current physical creation to the reality of the new creation of new heavens and a new earth.
34. We know that because of the introduction of sin into the material universe that all creation is in a state of bondage, awaiting the time when it will be delivered.  Rom. 8:19-22

35. Part of the curse is lifted during the millennial reign of Christ; however, the material creation will eventually serve its purpose and be replaced with a new creation.

36. The timing of the Great White Throne certainly appears to come following the destruction of the original creation and the introduction of the new heaven and the new earth.  Rev. 21:1

20:12 And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds.  {kai, (cc)--ei=don (viaa--1s)--o` nekro,j (ap-am-p) spiritually dead--o` me,gaj (a--am-p)--kai, (cc)--o` mikro,j (a--am-p)--i[sthmi (vpraam-p)--evnw,pion (pg)--o` qro,noj (n-gm-s)--kai, (cc)--bibli,on (n-nn-p) books--avnoi,gw (viap--3p)--kai, (cc)--a;lloj (a--nn-s) another--bibli,on (n-nn-s)--avnoi,gw (viap--3s)--o[j (aprnn-s)--eivmi, (vipa--3s)--h` zwh, (n-gf-s) supply book, 13:8, 17:8--kai, (cc)--o`. nekro,j (ap-nm-p)--kri,nw (viap--3p)—evk (pg) from, based on—to. (dgnp+) gra,fw (vprpgn-p)—evn (pd)--o` bibli,on (n-dn-p)--kata, (pa)--to. e;rgon (n-an-p)--auvto,j (npgm3p)}

Exposition vs. 12

1. John now turns to the next group that attracted his attention after describing the Great White Throne and the One sitting on it.

2. He describes this group as the dead, which obviously distinguishes it from the living, and ties us back to verse five of this chapter.

3. As we have pointed out, the orders of resurrection are as follows:

a. Jesus Christ was the first wave, becoming the firstborn from the dead.  Col. 1:18

b. The second wave of resurrection involved Church Age believers.  IThess. 4:13ff

c. The third wave of resurrection involved Old Testament believers and those killed during Daniel's 70th week.  Rev. 20:4

d. The final resurrection involves all unbelievers, who will appear before the Great White Throne.  Rev. 20:12

4. All negative volition had finally met their doom at the end of the Millennium, as they again followed Satan and were killed just before the event we are now considering.

5. The dead then refers to the spiritually dead, which includes every unbeliever from the time of Cain to the last one killed in the final battle.  Rev. 20:9

6. As we have often seen in the Scripture, God is not impressed with the relative earthly stature of people; He regards the small and the great alike.

7. This phrase is designed to be universal and denotes every stratum of society, from those that achieved anything that would qualify them as great/notable/significant to those that were deemed to be small/unimportant/insignificant.  

8. The similar phrase has been used four other times in this book, each time in reverse order from what we have here.  Rev. 11:18, 13:16, 19:5,18

9. One possible reason for this reversal might be that John would naturally tend to notice the important people of history before the unimportant ones.

10. The fact that they are all standing before the throne indicates that they have been assembled for a distinct purpose before the King, which in context is that of judgment.

11. At this time books were opened, which some attempt to link to Daniel 7:10; however, the two contexts are separated widely in time and are not related. 

12. Although the books are not explicitly identified, the immediate context indicates that the books contain the records of the individual’s works.  

13. This thought was one that was quite familiar in Jewish culture; records of individuals and their deeds are mentioned a few times in the Old Testament.  Est. 6:1-3; Isa. 4:3; Mal. 3:16

14. There is an apocryphal tradition along these very same lines.  4Esdras 6:20: Enoch 90.20 “And I saw till a throne was erected in the pleasant land, and the Lord of the sheep sat Himself thereon, and the other took the sealed books and opened those books before the Lord of the sheep.”
15. These books, which may or may not be literal, are designed to communicate the reality that God keeps perfect records of all things, beginning with His record from eternity past in the book of life.

16. God not only has a complete and accurate record of all individuals actions, He can present every factor that was involved in the deed, including the mental attitude motivation and the thoughts and intentions of the heart.  Heb. 4:13

17. Beyond that, He knows the level of culpability that each individual has for his actions; He knows precisely how much light/truth the individual heard and rejected.  Lk. 12:47-48

18. While the first set of books plural deal with the individual and his deeds during his lifetime, the second book is one we have seen before in Revelation and is called the Lamb’s book of life.  Rev. 3:5, 13:8, 17:8

19. Explicit references to the book of life are only found in the New Testament and most of them occur in the book of Revelation.  Phil 4:3; Rev. 3:5, 13:8, 17:8, 20:12,15, 21:27

20. Some have suggested that there are two books of life, one that contains that name of all people ever born (the book of physical life), and the Lamb’s book of life that contains the names of all believers only.

21. If such is the case, there would exist a revolving book of life that was continually having new names added to it, with those that died in unbelief having their names erased.

22. However, the plain statement of Revelation 17:8 is that the book of life was written before the foundation of the world and is not pictured as a work in progress.

23. Another view holds that there is a book of life that contains all the names of all the people that will ever exist and those that do not make the salvation adjustment will have their names blotted out at the point of physical death.

24. However, the phrase the book of life with or without the genitive of the Lamb is always found in the singular, leading one to believe that there is a singular book of life.

25. Further, there is no passage that can be adduced to support the contention that names are actually erased from the book of life, only that Jesus Christ will never erase the name of anyone recorded before the foundation of the world.

26. Someone has suggested that there is a singular book that has two types of entries in it, a set of entries for everyone that has ever been born, and a set for those that were chosen to salvation.

27. This suggestion allows God to erase or blot out the names of those that did not believe on the one list, while never recording them on the other one, the Lamb’s book of life.
28. However, our passage in Revelation does not say that their names were erased or blotted out, it says they were never written in the first place.

29. It seems that this is unnecessary and the more straightforward explanation is that there is one book, in which the names of all positive volition that were recorded before the foundation of the world.

30. Those that are negative did not have their names written, and there is no passage that can be adduced to teach that God actually recorded them and then erased them.

31. This is in harmony with the attribute of immutability, which recognizes that God’s perfect record would have no reason to change.
32. This book of life does not contain the names of any of the dead that are present at the Great White Throne; therefore, they are condemned to the lake of fire.

33. Although anyone not found in the book of life will be condemned to the lake of fire for all eternity, their level of eternal punishment will be determined from the works that are recorded in the books in view.

34. There is no mention of their sins since Jesus Christ died for those sins and has provided the potential for forgiveness based on faith in His person and work.

35. Those that do not avail themselves of the free gift of salvation through Jesus Christ and accept His imputed righteousness will stand before God on their own merit.

36. The book of life will conclusively demonstrate that God did not record their names before the foundation of the world, while the books will demonstrate that they all fall short of God’s standard of righteousness.

20:13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds.  {kai, (cc)--di,dwmi (viaa--3s)--h` qa,lassa (n-nf-s)--o` nekro,j (ap-am-p)--o` (damp) the ones—evn (pd)--auvto,j (npdf3s)--kai, (cc)--o` qa,natoj (n-nm-s) the ones just killed in previous battle--kai, (cc)--o` a[|dhj (n-nm-s)--di,dwmi (viaa--3p)--o` nekro,j (ap-am-p)--o` (damp) the ones—evn (pd)--auvto,j (npdm3p)--kai, (cc)--kri,nw (viap--3p) they were judged--e[kastoj (ap-nm-s) each one--kata, (pa)--to. e;rgon (n-an-p)--auvto,j (npgm3p)}

20:14 And death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire.  {kai, (cc)--o` qa,natoj (n-nm-s)--kai, (cc)--o` a[|dhj (n-nm-s)--ba,llw (viap--3p)—eivj (pa)--h` li,mnh (n-af-s)—to. pu/r (n-gn-s)--ou-toj (apdnm-s)--eivmi, (vipa--3s)--o` qa,natoj (n-nm-s)--o` deu,teroj (a-onm-s)--h` li,mnh (n-nf-s)—to. pu/r (n-gn-s)}

20:15 And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.  {kai, (cc)—eiv (cs)--ti.j (apinm-s)—ouv (qn)--eu`ri,skw (viap--3s)--gra,fw (vprpnm-s)—evn (pd)--h` bi,bloj (n-df-s)--h` zwh, (n-gf-s)--ba,llw (viap--3s)—eivj (pa)--h` li,mnh (n-af-s)—to. pu/r (n-gn-s)}
Exposition vs. 13-15

1. Either just prior to or at the dissolution of the material universe, all unbelievers of all time are brought forth in resurrection to stand at this judgment.

2. When verse 13 states that the sea gave up the dead which were in it, it is referring to those that died on the waters of the world and did not receive the customary burial.

3. The second phrase that deals with death giving up its dead is more likely a reference to physical death and the earth, where the graves of all those that have died are typically found.

4. These two domains cover the entire face of planet earth and indicate that the resurrection body is apparently formed in some fashion from the physical body, which is here recovered and brought forth.  ICor. 15:42-44

5. For Hades to give up the dead which were in it indicates that their physical bodies that have been brought forth will now be united with their souls, which have been suffering conscious torment in Hades for whatever length of time.

6. These phrases are designed to communicate the truth that the totality of the dead, all unbelievers will be brought forth for this final judgment.

7. Again, the reality is that they will be judged according to their deeds, which will definitively prove that they did not possess the necessary righteousness to be admitted to the kingdom.  Matt. 5:20

8. While the emphasis of verse 12 was on the entire group of unbelievers that will be assembled at the Great White Throne, verse 13 emphasizes the reality that each individual will be evaluated on a personal basis.

9. The individual is much more in view, as seen in the use of the Greek e[kastoj (hekastos—each one, every one).

10. Following the final judgment of unbelievers, death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire since there will be no further reason for their existence.

11. This fulfills what Paul taught in Corinthians with respect to the final destruction of the death principle.  ICor. 15:26

12. Death and Hades have no further reason to exist since sin will no longer be a factor in the kingdom of God from this time forward.

13. Although not explicitly stated, this would suggest that all believers are now in their resurrection bodies and the genetic sin nature has been permanently abolished.

14. We are not told precisely when believers that survived the Millennium get their resurrection bodies, but the timing is probably the same as or similar to that of the Great White Throne judgment.

15. The figure of throwing the personified death and Hades into the lake of fire is designed to communicate their complete elimination forever.

16. Here, we are given the precise definition of the second death, which has been referenced earlier in this book.  Rev. 2:11, 20:6

17. There is little doubt that the first death refers to the principle of physical death, in which the soul is separated from the body.

18. As we know, the first death is reversible through the power of God and the principle of bodily resurrection.

19. While the second death refers to the eternal separation of the unbeliever from God, the teaching of Scripture is that this death/separation is permanent and will not be reversed by God.

20. The concept of the second death literally ought to cause people to consider the implications of such a place and make whatever adjustments are necessary to avoid such a fate.

21. Those that do not want to take the lake of fire as a literal concept must provide some explanation as to what awful reality is in view if the words are not literal.

22. Verse 15 concludes this awesome scene with a gnomic principle (that which is true at any time) about the necessity of being in the book of life.

23. This statement also makes an important point about the nature of the final judgment, which some may have concluded is based on works.

24. This final verse indicates that the real reason anyone was cast into the lake of fire is related to the book of life and the absence of his name from it.

25. This book documents God’s foreknowledge with respect to volition; the real reason one is not in the book of life is the refusal in time to make the salvation adjustment.
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